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In the form of a journal, this book tells the story of the author's experiences in Kuwait during the Iraqi

invasion. Jehan Rajab chronicles her fight to preserve normality in the face of persecution and to

save the Tareq Rajab Museum, her workplace, from destruction.
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In the plethora of Gulf War books covering the grand strategy of generals, presidents and prime

ministers, this book, like so very few others, presents a unique and fascinating account of life in

Iraqi-occupied Kuwait both in the first five months of the occupation, prior to Desert Storm, and then

during the war itself. It is truly the 'inside' perspective, in no uncertain terms.Mrs. Rajab and several

members of her family - long-term residents of Kuwait, and with the special perspective of a mixed

Western-Kuwaiti family - did not have the protection of a large military organisation. They lived

day-by-day alongside occupying Iraqi troops and the feared Mukhabarat (Iraqi Secret Police),

surviving by the grace of God, sheer good fortune, and their wits. The prospect of sudden and

possibly brutal death was ever-present. The fact that many others did not survive the same risks

visited upon her gives the book a gravity which strikes home. This is the perspective of the crisis

that was forgotten by the world's media in the rush for TV footage of fireworks displays over

Baghdad, and bodies on the Basra Road. Soldiers, airmen and Marines of the Gulf War, with all

credit due to them, generally lived the fear and danger of combat in periods of minutes or, at most,

hours. Mrs. Rajab coped with extraordinary circumstances over seven long months with a strength

of will which can only be described as inspirational. Yes, she could have left the country, but she



stood by her home against incredible odds. This book is in the class of my own DAYS OF FEAR:

The Inside Story of the Iraqi Invasion and Occupation of Kuwait (Motivate Publishing, London/

Dubai, 1997).Mrs. Rajab has down a great service to the history of Kuwait and the Middle East with

this book.
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